Vice-chancellor, stepped into the breach. He declared
that the Third Reich stood for positive Christianity as
far as the Evangelical and Catholic Churches were con-
cerned and it would pursue a Conservative policy. This
declaration temporarily pacified the Bishops' Conference3
which forthwith issued another manifesto recanting its
earlier denunciation of the Hitler regime,
Organized religion, like organized Socialism in Ger-
many, had lost its fight The Church of Luther had become
spineless, and it was left for a few rebels like Niemoller
to defy the Government in isolated districts.
The divorce between Hugenberg's Nationalists and the
Nazis was soon about to be made absolute. Continually,
Hugenberg would run crying to this influential German
and to that General, that he was afraid of the all-consuming
appetite of the Nazi machine. He grumbled that the anti-
Jewish tactics would be bad for business, meaning, of course,
his business, which consisted of exporting his films and
receiving advertisements from abroad through his adver-
tising agencies for insertion in his newspapers. The
Nationalist Party in the Reichstag began to frown upon
the Nazis and its leader. Ernst Oberfohren, the Nationalist
leader in the House, resigned because of ** the disastrous
and suicidal policy " of his Party and of Hugenberg in
particular, for allowing the National Socialist Party to
run away with it. He paid for his opinion a few weeks
later with his life, murdered under suspicious circumstances.
This was von Papen's first casualty in the Third Reich,
The way of an Iscariot is bloody.
To make matters worse for the international prestige of
the Government, revolts broke out in the Stahlhelm^ which
until now, through its chief, Franz Seldte, had given loyal
support to the new regime. Its members of proved military
service, were constantly in conflict with younger men of
the S.A. Many striplings of reasonably high rank in the
S.A., from time to time, found themselves placed in posi-
tions of authority over the ranks of the old soldiers and they
exercised that authority in an extremely objectionable
manner. Words came to blows, and squads of StaUhelm
offered physical resistance to groups of S.A. At Brunswick
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